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His Majeſty's Hon, Commiſſioners and Crown' 
Lawyers, 


RELATIVE TO THE 


Medicine and Horſe Acts; 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 


The OPINIONS and RESOLUTIONS of the 
FARMERS in SCOTLAND, viz. 


Not to enter every DRUDGE HorsE which is rode on. 


ALS o, 


POINTING OUT A PARLIAMENTARY REMEDY FOR THE 


GRIEVANCE PEOPLE SUSTAIN BY THE EQUIVOCAL 
WORDING OF THE ABOVE ACTS, 


WITH 


REMARKS ON THE LATE , TRIALS CONCERNING 
THE MEDICINE ACT. 


By -FRANCIS SPILSBURY. 
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The SECOND EDITION. 
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DISCURSORY THOUGHTS 
don THE 


MEDICINE ACT. 


AS there ever an Act of Parliament intro- 
duced into a Britiſh ſenate with an exor- 
dium equal to that poſition which Lord John Ca- 
vendiſh mentioned on this memorable occaſion, in 
the year 17837 viz. As quack medicines had done 
nuch harm to the public, it was fair game to tat 
bem. | 

Such an avowed ptinciple in a Miniſter of State, 
is a ſpecimen of electricity which cannot fail to 
raiſe ſtrange emotions in the breaſt of any perſon 


not diveſted of philanthropy. Lord Cavendiſh 


muſt have had great influence over his brethren 
in adminiſtration, to perſuade them̃ to join in terms 
ſo oppoſite to all prudential meafures; reſpecting 
the public welfare, as to countenance men of ſup- 

oſed vitiated principles; deemed Quacꝶs, for the 
e of bringing into the Treaſury a ſum of 


money, equal to the amazing amount the ſchemer - 


of the act had faid it would produce, which 
Lord Cavendiſh owned, he was aſhamed to men- 
tion. | gs 
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This was a new v ſyſtem of taxation, which, in 
our forefathers time, or in any other nation, ſuch 
a prepoſterous motion, I am perſuaded, Would 
have been ſpurned at, whilſt a Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons only laughed at the projector's whim. 
Where ſhall we find a precedent'in any civilized 
nation or arbitrary ſtate that ever exiſted, equal 
to the one now under our conſideration ? From 
the ſame mode of reaſoning, other mul&s, to a 
much greater amount, might be gathered from 
highway robbers, footpads, &c. to ſcreen them 
from juſtice, whofe crimes, in reſpect of the 
*traſh” they only take from the unwary paſ- 
ſenger, are not to be compared with the injury 
other members of ſociety ſuſtain by unwholeſome 
medicines, unſkilfully applied, and adminiſtered 
merely to extort a few ſhillings. Does the reader 
bluſh at this portrait? It is no viſionary form; 
read the medicine act, trace it from the origin 


with all its conſequences, you ſhall ſooner find 


the carnivorous animal leave ſweet fleſh to gorge 
on vulturine prey, than meet with a record of a 
ſtate warring againſt its own ſubjects, accepting, 
as it were, a bribe to ſcreen, the miſcreant's illicit 
practices, and to haraſs poor miſerable fellow 
creatures, encompaſſed with pain or diſeaſe, in ex- 


toriing a tax from them to ſupport. the healthy 


part of the community, ere they ſhall be ST 
to graſp a ſuppoſed or an experienced N for 
their grievous complaints. ak, | 

On reading various reports concerning the te- 


nor of this act in the newſpapers, I went with 


other perſons to the office belonging to the Houſe 
of Lords, where acts of parliament lay ready for 
the King s aſſent ; through the politeneſs of the 
gentlemen 
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as 
gentlemen who preſide in that department, we 
were indulged with a peruſal, I then declared 


it was an act againſt patent medicines only; when 


the act was printed, I found myſelf juſtified in 
the aſſertion, and inſiſted, that as the act was 
worded, it could not with propriety be complied 


with in its general force ; and application (ſtating 
the objections) ſhould be made to his Majeſty to 


| interfere ; for this act was not, as newſpapers | 


had aſſerted, againſt Quacls, nor againſt guack 
medicines, for no ſuch ideal terms were uſed by 
the framers of the act, The object held out by 
the medicine a& is, for granting his Majeſty a 
ſtamp duty on patent medicines, which act in 
expreſs words involves all perſons (except ſur- 
geons of the army or navy) that had been con- 
cerned either as a patentee, or a vender of patent 
medicines ; the exception in the act is only con- 
ditional in favour of the regular bred gentlemen, 
or thoſe perſons who have been dealers in medi- 
cines for three years before the paſſing of the act, 
provided they had dealt in drugs or medicines 
only, not being drugs or medicines ſold by virtue of 
his Majeſty's letters patent, ſo that the regular 
and irregular practitioners were placed on an 
equitable ſcale. As a proof how far perſons of 
either of the above delcription came under the 
yoke of the a&, the firſt queſtion that was ge- 
nerally put by the Commiſſioners to thoſe who 
applied for information was, Have you, or have 
you not, been concerned in patent medicines ? 
The anſwer in the affirmative or negative, formed 
the ground for a determinative anſwer relative to 
ne licence. If perſons are by the act excuſed 
$8 the 
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the licence, they have nothing to do with the act 
relative to ſtamps. 

F urther, it was mentioned by Lord Caven- 
diſh in the Houſe of Commons, in his pro- 

oſal of the ſcheme, he was at a loſs to draw a 

fine relative to medicines, ſo as not to hurt the 
medical regular practice; as to patent medicines, 
they being peculiarly ſpecified and on record, 
they could eaſily be diſtinguiſhed and taxed. It 
muſt be confeſſed, had the number of medicines 
turned out equal to the appearance they form in 
a country newſpaper to haye been all patent ones, 
which fill a column of a paper, ranged under the 
title of MEDICINES by the KING's 
PATENT, the a& would have been clearly 
underſtood, and ſatisfied all parties ; but this ne- 
cromantic act bruſhed off the gilded title, and 
only five medicines * could ſtand the teſt, and 
proye a juſt claim to the robe of royalty, out of 
near three ſcore, Here was the rub—here was 
a diſcovery which blighted their hopes of a golden | 
harveſt, 

When the circumſtance (that the act only ex- 
tended to patent medicines) was mentioned to the 
Commiſſioners by the proprietors of medicines 


aſſembled at the Stamp Office, a reply was made: 


If, gentlemen, you mean to make uſe of chica- 
nery arguments, the act will nat produce any 
ſum of conſequence, I ſhall leave the public to 


judge who has deen the greateſt adept in chica- 
nery. 


„ Viz. Analeptic Pills, Ague TinAure, Spa Elixir, Samaritan 
Water, and Fryar's Drops. Theſe were all that I and Mr. 


Crawford, the Solicitor of the Stamps, could find, where the 
fourteen years were not expired, 


When 


(8s) 

When the act was printed, and became the 
ſubject of conſideratjon before the Commiſſioners 
for enforcing the act, in the courſe of converſa · 
tion it was ſoon diſcovered that the regulars were 
equally concerned with the irregulars, in prepa- 
ring and vending patent and gther advertiſed me- 
dicines ; if the act was enforced according to the 
letter of the law, the exception militated againſt 
them; for they could not plead they had dealt in 
drugs or medicines ory, but in patent medicines ; 
therefore, if they took out a licence as the act 
enjoined, they muſt in conſequence place a ſtamp 
to all their drugs or medicines they ſent out, 
which would prove a check to their practice. 
That apothecaries, &c, who had to do with pa- 
tent medicines, came under the laſh of this law, 
was confirmed by the opinion of the late Coun- 
ſellor Wallace, Attorney General, who was con- 

ſulted on the occaſion in particular. 
Ho did the Commiſſioners proceed on this 
intricate affair? Did they lay the caſe before his 
Majeſty in council ? Who was it then gave them 
wer to excuſe Mr, Greenhough, apothecary, 
proprietor of a patent medicine, or Meſſrs. Wil- 
ſons, druggiſts and chemiſts, proprietors of ano- 
ther patent noſtrum, and ſay to them, and all in 
the like predicament, We will paſs over the li- 
cence, but you mult place a ſtamp an the patent 
medicines you vend ? alledging it was not the in- 
tention of Government to tax drugs or medicines, 
but patent medicines. _ | | 
On this diſcretionary deciſion, Meſſrs. Wray, 
and Meſſrs. Dicey, dealers in medicines, who 
had not a patent medicine in their poſſeſſion, but 
only vended them in the courſe of buſineſs, they 
claimed 


{EY 
claimed the like - indulgence ; more fo, as their 
tranſgreſſions fell ſhort of thoſe perſons who had 
taken out a patent. Could any perſon have con- 
ceived it to be a crime to ſell a patent medicine; 
or ſuppoſed that an act of parliament ſhould de 
made to puniſn individuals for having vended a 
medicine under the royal letters atent, before 
they heard a vote of cenſure had pamed the legiſ- 
lature's approbation? 
Reaſonable as the requeſt was, founded in juſ- 
tice by theſe gentlemen, they were refuſed the 
like toleration by the Commiſſioners, who al- 
ledged the medicines they ſold in general, as 
Daffy's Elixir, Turlington's Balſam, Godfrey's 
Cordial, &c. although no patent medicines, yet 
theſe were the articles legiſſlature meant to tax. 

After frequent altercations, and the thought of 
incurring the diſpleaſure of Government, the 
ſubmitted, and ſacrificed their reaſon to the dic- 
tates of fear, and took out the licence. Soon 
after, Mr. Wray ſtood forth, threw up his li- 
cence, and ceaſed to be the pliant inſtrument of 
adding diſtreſs to miſery, by placing a ſtamp on 
the medicines he ſold; and challenged the Com- 
miſſioners to try the iſſue. 

In the little time allotted to frame the uſual 
mode for gathering the impoſt, before the act 
took place, I publiſhed my remarks on the medi- 
cine act in the newſpapers, contending, that the 
general alarm which had gone through the coun- 
try was ill founded ; that thoſe perſons, who had 
kept a ſhop for three years, and fold drugs or 
medicines only, not being patent ones, might go on 
with tele nr and fell as heretofore. 2 

Ls The 
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The printer, bookſeller, &c. being,defirous to 
eonſult the Commiſſioners for their, approbation, 
pleaded an exemption. from the, penalties againſt 
the act, by their not having vended patent medi- 
eines, were anſwered, No; you bookſellers are 
not excuſed by the act on this pretence ; there is 
a word only. in the act; for you have not fold 
drugs or medicines only, but a book ; therefore you 
mult take out a licence, Anſio. Sirs, we ſee no 
book mentioned in the act. Reply, But it is un- 
derſtood / and /; therefore you are to place a 
ſtamp on all your medicines, whether Tincture 
ef Senna, Salts, Daffy's Elixir, &c. What, Sirs, 
do you infiſt on our ſelling a lam p with common 
medicines made by the regulars, and only ſent us 
to convey to the afflicted in the neighbourhood ; 
yet allow a druggiſt, perhaps living the next 
door, dealer in patent medicines, to ſell the like 
patent medicines, and often ſuch which come 
from the fame proprietors? O, Sirs, the act ex- 
cuſes them ; but bookſellers muſt comply, the 
legiſlature intended they ſhould be taxed, 

Who will draw a vel over this ſcene of buſi- 
neſs? In what land has this curious deciſion 
been allowed? Not in a Chriſtian country I 
hope ! Under what king's reign will you find a 
parallel ? A Britiſh act of parliament twiſted, 
nay, divided — half a ſentence left out in the 
reading, and the reſt is ſapplied by imagination! 
What for? to ſerve a venal view, as if the fate 
of Great Britain depended on this mercileſs | im- 
poſt. For Commiſſioners to divide a ſentence of 
an act of parliament, and ſtop at the word on 
to one ſet of helpleſs men, terrified by threats, 
by advertiſements, by conttructions—1n order to 

Mako 


14 (8) 

1 make them comply with a deed injurious to 

106 themſelves, and hurtful to the community, whilſt 

l they excuſe other individuals equally culpable, is 

[ a doctrine deſerves univerſal cenſure. : 

. For the fake of elucidation on this ſubject, I 

| will ſtate a queſtion, | 

| Suppoſe dealers in gold coin had been thought 

| | b 8 

| detrimental to the ſtate, therefore an act of 

parliament was introduced. By changing the 

| terms, the ſimile may be fupported, and read as 

_ the medicine act; that is to fay, all perſons 

14 uttering ot vending coin in Great Britain, ſhall 

1 annually take out a licence for that purpoſe, (ex- 

14 cept ſuch as have ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip 
to any goldſmith, banker, or refiner of gold and 
filver, or ſuch as ſhall have kept a ſhop for the 
ſpace of three years before the paffing' of this act 
for the vending of copper or ſilver coin only, not 
being gold coin of his 17 8 7 mint) would not 
this act have been clearly underſtood, that it was 

an act ſolely againſt dealers in gold coin; and 

thoſe perſons who had kept a ſhop three years, 
and dealt in filver or copper coin only, not be- 
ihg gold coin, were free, although they ſhould 
have ſold hard Ware beſides ? Yet this circum- 
ſtance of vending hard ware could not, in the 
ſtrict ſenſe of the words, or meaning of the act, 
bring them under the penalty of taking out a 
licence, for they had not meddled with the gold 
coin, Therefore I plead, that every bookſeller 
who has kept a ſhop for three years, and dealt in 
drugs or medicines only, not being patent me- 

dicines, they are free from the licence, and con- 
ſequently impoſe on their friends, when they ex- 
act a demand for the ſtamp. Again; the act 
e | | declares 
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declares the apothecary free; yet if he ſells a pa- 


tent medicine, the Commiſſioners ſay, you muſt 
ſell a ſtamp with it. How is. this reconcileable 
to reaſon, or the words of the act? Does not 
this circumſtance prove by the Commiſſioners 
conduct, the act is pointed againſt patent medi- 
cines only, and all thoſe who have any thing to 
| do with them? I will add, juſtly too, if the 
| apothecary, whom the act declares exempt, is 
| to put a ſtamp on a patent medicine he ſells, then 
is the bookſcller free, becauſe he has not ſold a 
patent medicine to one perſon, It muſt appear 
very ſtrange, not to ſay ridiculous, that one perſon 
called a druggiſt is allowed by the act and the 
Commiſſioners conſtruction of it, to ſell paints, | 
colours, ſnuffs, tobacco, &c. and his Daffy's Elixir | 
without a ſtamp ; whilſt the ſtationer, becauſe he | | 
has ſold a book, he is to be deprived of ſelling 
thoſe articles as uſual, and is ordered to fix a x 
ſtamp to his medicines, which cannot fail acting 
as a ſcare- crow to drive his cuſtomers to another 
ſhop, where this moſt unexampled, heavy fine 
1s not demanded, What fault has printers and 
bookſellers done more than any other ſubjects, as 
thus to be ſo hardly dealt with? Have they no 
| claim on royal favour ?. Will his Majeſty patro- 
nize ſuch conſtructions? Has the King proſcribed 
them, and ſigned ſuch an act, or has the Legiſla- 
ture transferred ſuch diſcretionary powers to any 
officers of the crown ? | 
I have always differed in opinion, and oppoſed 
theſe (as I conceived) arbitrary, unjuſtifiable, 
miſtaken proceedings in the ſervants of the pub- 
lic, even before the act took place; on which 
5 --*,  RceQUat 
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account, I was ſent for by the Commiſſioners, 
and defired not to publiſh any more comments 
on the act; at the fame time promiſing, as 
far as their influence ſhould extend, they 
would expedite the buſineſs, and the grievance 
complained of remedied, ' I bowed affent, nor 
did I urge redreſs again till one ſeſſions had 
paſſed over in filence, reſpecting this act; and 
the bookſellers in the country were treated like 
the children of Iſrael, who were impoſed to 
make bricks without ſtraw ; they were required 
to ſell ſtamps, yet the Commiſſioners had prohi- 
bited the diſtributors on the ſpot to ſell them any 
for their medicines, in order they might be 
obliged by their agent, although at an additional 
Expence, to apply at the Stamp Office in Lon- 
don, This unaccountable precept agitated me 
once more to plead their cauſe in a pamphlet I 
publiſhed, entitled, Advice to Bookſellers not 
10 ſell Stamps with their Medicines, nor the Pub- 
lic to pay for them, Patent Ones excepted ;”” which 
was ſent to the miniſters of ſtate in the ſecond 

week of the laſt ſeſſions of parliament for their 
conſideration, 


The Effect of this MEDICINE ACT, as 
conſtrued by the Commiſſioners Order, reviewed. 


IT has been allowed by all conſiderate per- 
ſons, as a general maxim, that the impoſts ex- 
ated from fines laid on certain commodities by 
the Legiflature, although it may affect the trader, 
who is made the oſtenſible guarantee in gather- 
ing the duty; yet in the ſequel, it is the conſu- 
mer who bears the burden, Therefore, in this. 

medicine 
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medicine tax, though the bookſeller has ſubmit- 
ted to place ſtamp on his medicines, he is re- 
imburſed that value again. 

From whom, then, is this tax expected to be 
aid by, or rather extorted from? for it cannot 
1 eh: as matter of choice, in the wiſhing 
for a medicine as in a bottle of wine. Luxury 


often prompts the call of one, whilſt Neceſſity 


demands the other, whoſe tyrannical ſway holds 
no parley. Endure your pains—ſuffer death 
or pay the King's duty. Therefore, although 
the act does not expreſs in words the identical 
ſufferers againſt whom the act militates, yet in 


effect it is plain, under what denomination we 
can rank them with propriety from general cuſ- 


tom, viz. 

A ſervant maid, whoſe imbecility of nature re- 
quires peculiar medicines * at certain times, 

An apprentice lad, whoſe paſſion tempted him 
to taſte the fruit of Eden, and was ſtung by the 
ſerpent. wy 

A perſon bit by a mad dog—another with a 
ſprained or {ore leg, or troubled with the itch, or 
weak eyes, or the S/one—DRopsy—SCURyY— 
Eviit—-CANCER—-0ca/d Head-—LEPROSY— 
Gou T—-ConSUMPTION—FEVER—CoNvULs- 
SloNSs—Pazns in the Bowels, &c. &c. and all 
the train of woes mankind are liable to, either 
through accident, inadvertency, or habitual in- 
firmities, each paying on every bottle, packet, 
&c. zd. 6d, or 18. regulated by the ſtandard of 


It has of late been frequently mentioned as a mark of deri. 
ſion againſt Sir Cecil Wray, that he wiſhed to tax maid-ſervants ; 
but he has a juſt right to retort on Lord John Cavendiſh and his 


B 2 | 0 tho 


party. 


, 
| 
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the price of each packet, bottle, &c. viz. under 
28. 6d, price three-pence, under 58. fſix-pence, 
and all above, one ſhilling. _ 

Say, ye advocates for penalties on your fellow 
creatures afflicted with maladies, how does the 
catalogue of diſeaſes, impreſſed on the bill of 
mortality, brighten in your eyes ? When ye con- 
template ſuch a lift of plagues, ready to enſnare 
the traveller, whom ye know, when ſtretched 
on the rack of nature's ills in the folemn cham- 
ber, divided by a thin partition from the grave, 
what will he or his friend not give when thus 
alarmed, thus chained in the agonies of pain, 
terrified by death, in hopes of being releaſed ? 
Can you not exult in this delicious ſcene of 
taxation, and procure a proclamation, iſſued by 
authority, to convene the %, the lame, the diſ- 

eaſed, in St. James's Park; and when the King 
paſſes by, ſhew his Majeſty theſe his unfortunate 
ſubjects, and expatiate on the riches drawn from 
this extraordinary mode of raifing the revenue, 
diſcovered in the year 1733 ? Nay, more, get a 
decree paſſed, that no /c or lame pauper ſhall 
enter an hoſpital without taking a ſtamp. 
They are poor,—you reply, Does AvARICE 
pity Poverty ? Pſha—they may beg or ſell their 
garments. But if they are not better clad than 

thoſe perſons I have ſeen labouring under the in- 
fluence of the itch,* there will be no purchaſers. 


— But 


* Mrs. Rogers, a reſpectable Apothecary's widow of St. Ed. 
mund's Bury, who prepared an allowed excellent ointment” to 
cure the Itch, from a preſcription of her huſband, in pots of 
1s. 6d. each, and who had not dealt in patent medicines, was, by 
his Majeſty's Honourable Commiſſioners, ordered to place a 3d 


ſtamp on each pot, becauſe ſhe had fold a book: Whilſt the Mi * 


+ & 
—But perſiſt, you will ſell your ſtamps ; they 


muſt comply. Does the writer think we are Ca- 


nibals or Hottentots, to encourage ſuch unnatural 
proceedings? In troth, my friends, thoſe from 
whom the duty has been exacted, in poverty and 
wretchedneſs, are equally the objects of commi- 


ſeration. 


If Great Britain wiſhes to ſupport its credit as 


an empire, famed for juſtice and humanity, what 


concluſion muſt France, Spain, America, Ger- 


many, and other foreign powers draw, when they 


review this country a few years back, ſhining in 
its meridian luſtre, and envied for its magnifi- 
cence, now ſeeking to extract a modus from rot- 
tenneſs, diſeaſe, miſery, and proſtitution ; for the 
more the ſons of Albion are contaminated by an 


unhappy female, by ſo much the more the chance 


is greater, that a much larger number of ſtamps 
and medicines will be diſpoſed of, to enrich the 
Quacks and Government, whoſe intereſt is coa- 
leſced. | 
Are my concluſions of this act diſguſting to a 
Britiſh patriot, whoſe breaſt glows with ardour 
for the love he bears his King and Country, and 
hopes my complaint is ill founded ? Would there 
was no cauſe for this delineation. But ſhould it, 


of Roſes, a luxurious coſmetic, of 3s. a bottle, for freeing ladies? 


faces from pimples, ſcurfs, &c. was allowed to paſs free. The 


poor creatures whom I have ſeen afflicted with this loathſome diſ- 
eaſe the Itch, and who were obliged to pay three-pence for the 
ſtamp, has excited in me keen invectives againſ the deviſers and 
the conſtructors of ſuch an inhuman at. To reflect that other 
nations have even adored a character who could diſcover a remedy 
to ſtop an infectious plague, even ſuch a one as the Itch is, whilſt 
the Commiſkoners are pleading, Britain's King demands a tribute 


on ſuch an occaſion—from the polluted, outcaſt wretch, to ſup- 
port a nation's credit !— | 
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conſtructions of this act are not agreeable to the 
law and conſtitution of this land, but ſupported 
only by avaritious principles, to enrich the Trea- 
fury, ſtifling the dictates of Reaſon, Juſtice, and 
Humanity, you will with the Inditer agree, it is 


not for the honour of this nation, nor the wel- 


fare of the community, it ſhould paſs unnoticed : 
Nay more, the King's name has been uſed to 
varniſh the deed, which ſears up the milk of 
human kindneſs” in a bookſeller's mind, when 
the mother comes from her cot to buy a penny- 
worth of Godfrey's Cordial out of a ſixpenny 
bottle, or two pennyworth of Daffy's Elixir, to 
quiet her infant's ſcreams, occaſioned by a pain 
in the bowels ; or perhaps to relieve ber huſband, 
in the ſame complaint, on whoſe ſcanty pay, 
eight pence per day, herſelf and four children 
depend. —She is anſwered ; No, good woman, 1 
cannot act as uſual, here is a three-penny ſtamp 


to be paid for, before we can uncork the bottle. 


Sir, who has ordained this law on ſuch medicines 
as Daffy's or Godfrey's? * We know of no one; 
but the Commiſſioners tell us, his Majeſty has 
ſigned ſuch an act: If we do not believe it, or 
abide by it, they threaten us; and the Exchequer 
is thundered in our ears. 


t is not poſſible to confine the practice entirely to regular 
phyſicians. Caſes are continually occurring of people labouring 
under diſeaſes who can have no acceſs to the aſſiſtance of one of 
the faculty, It would be barbarous to hinder thoſe from uſing 
ſuch remedies as appeared to them moſt likely to afford them re- 
lief, or to prohibit a friend or a by-ſtander from giving their aſ- 
ſiſtance in ſuch a fituation,” See Lectures on the Duties of a 
Phyſician, page 30. By John Gregory, M. D. F. R. 8, and 
Phyſician to his Majeſty, | 

Does 


( ts ) 
Does Humanity recoil at the thought? Does 
Nature plead for an exemption ? I only plead 
for a parliamentaty enquiry, With this view, 
I ſent ſeveral copies of my laſt publication to 


the different miniſters and officers of ſtate, in 
hopes, not from any argument I could draw 


from the grievance myſelf and others have ful- 


tained, to perſuade a miniſter to liſten to the 
plea, however well founded, but from the known 
experienced trouble and vexation the Commiſ- 
ſioners had met with in the proſecution of this 
Proteus act. Every perſon who was in the 
leaſt concerned, whether in the payment or in 
collecting the impoſt, reprobated the mode of 
execution. Wherefore then did the laſt ſeſſion 
paſs away without the act being noticed, as 
if the community had not complained of the 
grievance they had borne ?—becauſe the voice of 

iſtreſs was low, diveſted of perſonality, modu- 


lated by reſpect for the Sovereign—no common- 


hall called on the occaſion, with remonſtrance or 
petition, ready inſcribed, to carry to St, James's 
in ſolemn parade, the bearers decked in ſcarlet, 
to awe a miniſter and their King to compliance. 
If this be not one reaſon for non-attention, I will 
ſtate another which this country has often wit- 
neſſed, viz. PARTY. Party · intereſt ſtruggling 
againſt party, where, in the heat of contention, 

the 


Jo ſuch extremes has party extended its influence in the 
country, that even the revered character of that moſt amiable 
youth, his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, the BxrTons? 


| Aſcanius, has been attempted by the partiſans on one ſide to be 


pourtrayed in dark colours. Af the particulars what their half 
| innuendoe: 
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the good of the country has been often ſucked 
up in the whirlpool of animoſity. The medi- 
dicine act was not a deed of Mr. Pitt's; it was a 
child of grace of Lord John Cavendiſh, therefore 
it may be preſumed from motives of delicacy, he 
would not meddle with the diſtorted brat. Thus 


were the bookſellers left without a friend to plead 


their cauſe, in a country where the precepts of 
Chriſtianity are the eſtabliſhed religion. 

The general time for the bookſellers, &c. re- 
newing their licence, was nearly expired; it now 
behoved each perſon who thought himſelf ag- 
grieved, to conſider attentively, and determine in 


what manner he ſhould regulate his future con- 


duct, and not plead as ſome of his trade had done 
before—they were ſurpriſed into a compliance, 
by the ſhortneſs of the time in paſſing the act, 
and its taking place. 12 3 

On Auguſt 5, 1784, I circulated a letter thro' 
London and the Country Towns, informing all 
perſons who had kept a ſhop three years, and did 


not vend patent medicines, —the act did not en- 


inuendoes mean ? No other explanation could I ever obtain, but 
his Highneſs would take a chearful glaſs, when friendſhip, joined 
to conviviality, preſides at the board ; alſo, he 1s not inſenſible 
to the charms of an agreeable female. If theſe are faults in the 
cenſor's eye, — let thoſe malicious frigid beings rail on. Would 
his Highneſs be perſuaded to travel through Great-Britain, his 

reſence would be as welcome as the rays of,the ſun on a foggy 

ay, and like that planet, diſpel the miſt of prejudice.—Even 1n 
that northern country, Scotland, he weuld find ſouls as conge- 
nial as his own, and obtain a clearer conception of the nature, 
manners, and habits of the country—the variation of ſoil—an 


iünſight into the manufacturers which grace this fertile iſland ; 


what is of the greateſt conſequence, he would endear himſelf to 
the people—each party would ſtrive in eſteem and friendſhip to 
emulate one another. | h 


de N compals, 
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compaſs—In London, Mr. Newbery advertiſed 
he ſhould not renew his licence, and would ſell 
his medicines without ſtamps, the patent ones 
excepted ;——Meſlrs. Dicey alſo refuſed to renew 
their licence, or have any thing to do with 
ſuch an incompetent act; each of theſe Gentle- 
men had alſo given notice of their intention to 
the Stamp Office, and ſent circular letters to 
their venders in the country ; ſeveral bookſellers 
alſo determined to the ſame purport. 

In the courſe of a month after theſe proceed- 
ings, there appeared an advertiſement in the pub- 
lic papers, dated from the Stamp Office ; the fol- 
lowing is a copy, verbatim, | 


«STAMP OFFICE, 
* September, 1784. 
« 4 for granting a Duty on certain Venders of Medicines, &c. 


« HIS Majeſty's Commiſſuners for managing the Stamp Duties, 
do hereby give Notice to all Perjers refuling in the Cities of London 
and W:ftminfter, or within the : ra of the Penny- Poſt, who 
are required, by an A of the 23d of his preſent Majeſty, to take 
out Licences wy Medicines, that daily Attendance is given at 


their 2 in Lincoln's Inn, fer granting the ſaid Licences. 

8. whereas the Commiſſioners have received Information, 
that many Lenders of Medicines, who are within the meaning 0 
the r act, have not renewed their Licences, and continue to ſell 
uch Medicines without uſing the 2 Stamps for the ſame, they 
think it neceſſary to give Public Notice, that every Perſon who ſhall 
be found offending, in this R- peer, againſt the Law, will be im- 
mediately proſecuted in his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer. 


Hy Order of the Commiſſiners. 
„ YOHN BRETTELL, Sec. 
* NV. B. * living in other Parts of the Kingdom, are to 


icences to the reſpeftrve Diſlributors of Stamps in 
the different Counties,” 
C After 


(8 ) 


Aſter acts of parliament have gone through the 
uſual forms of the law of the land, however diſ- 
treſſing ſuch acts may bear on an individual, a 
compliance becomes neceſſary, and any perſon 
who endeavours to evade the payment of the 
duties entailed on bim by the Legiſlature, cer- 
tainly becomes amenable to the penalties pre- 
ſcribed by the act; in the preſent caſe, I do not 
know a ſingle Vender where ſuſpicion may be 
grafted, who wiſhes to elude the vigilance of 
thoſe, whoſe ſtation it is to ſee the ſcattered 
moiety collected fairly. So far the writer pre- 
miſes, in order to vindicate any charge of evaſion, 
in either the Proprietor or Vender of medicines, 
who now had witneſſed twelve months bondage 
in vile durance, relative to the grand point, viz. 
what the medicine act did exact, whether a duty 
on patent medicines only, and the reſt to remain 
free; or whether a perſon by avocation a book- 
ſeller, who for a ſeries of years had vended books, 
medicinal drugs, advertiſed medicines, &c. not 
being patent ones, was obliged by this act, as con- 
ſtrued by the Commiſſioners of the Stamp Office, 
to place a ſtamp on the medicines he /; and 
another perſon in the ſame town, who wrote up 
Chemiſt and Druggiſt, and fold drugs, medicines, 
colours, tobacco, teas, paper, gunpowder, &c. 
. ſhould be allowed by the Commiſſioners to ſel! 
his medicines without a ſtamp, patent ones ex- 
cepted. 

It has been noticed, that every reaſonable ſub- 
miſſive method had been taken by the Printers, 
&c. in the country, to have the act reviſed, in 
order to be releaſed from the intolerable yoke 
they groaned under; was it conſiſtent then with 

| the 
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councils of Great Britain to leave theſe humble 


ſupplicants in the labyrinth of perplexities? Even 
thoſe very perſons who preſide at the Stamp Of- 
fice, and by whoſe authority chiefly the book- 
ſellers were condemned to a partial penance ; 
when they were preſſed for further information, 
returned this laconic anſwer, Conſult the act. ¼πνe 
are no lawyers. Are the Honourable Commiſ- 
ſioners compelled, on peril of loſing their places, to 
make up for the inattention of thoſe perſons who 
draw up the revenue acts of Parliament, where a 
deficiency appears? If an act deſigned to raiſe mo- 
ney, comes to them like a mutilated manuſcript, 
are they obliged to pick out the meaning, and 
give a conſtruction to it, which cannot be ſup- 
ported by precedent, reaſon, or juſtice ? Does 
their emoluments ariſe or depend on the quantity 
of money which they gather from the people ? 
By what ſtandard will ye Gentlemen, then, juſ- 
tify your proceedings againſt the bookſellers, ſup- 
poſing it ſhould turn out, they have torn from 
the diſtreſſed part of mankind, fines under your 


influence, not warrantable by the act or the con- 


ſtitution of this realm? To whom ſhall we af- 
cribe the cauſe of that cometan advertiſement, 
ſigned by your Secretary? Surely not the Right 


Hon. Mr. Pitt, although he is Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, he never could countenance ſuch pro- 
ceedings, as to publiſh an anathema on all per- 
ſons who came under the meaning of the act; 
yet could not, or did not chooſe to ſpecify, who 
were the perſons the act did demand obeiſance 
from ; as if Government was aſhamed of avow- 


ing ſuch illiberal diſtinguiſhments, between one 


C2 member 
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member of ſociety, and another equally valuable 
in the ſcale of juſtice, | 
It was not ſufficient, this advertiſement ap- 
peared in the papers, and then leave each vender 
to judge for himſelf. —No—The Diſtributor, or 
Sub-Diſtributor of the ſtamps, ſent or waited on 
different bookſellers in the country, Sir, you 
have not renewed your licence to vend medicines. 
Anſw. Sir, I do not find there is any act of the 
Legiſlature which enjoins me to be licenced, any 
more than that druggiſt over the way ; what I 
did laſt year was through a miſtaken notion, and 
the principal proprietors in London advertiſe to 
this purpoſe ; for the act is only againſt patent 
medicines, therefore I do not chooſe a licence. 
Sir, if you do not take one out, expect the con- 
ſequence—you'll be exchequered. 
ExCcHEQUER—that one word (couſin to In- 
quiſition) which ought to be held ſacred, and 
uſed on no trivial occaſion, how doth it ſound ?— 
We'll exchequer you, unleſs you acauieſce ! If 
one's property 1s to be ſurrendered through fear, 
the bookſeller may reply, I know but little dif- 
ference between ſuch proceedings, and thoſe 
which a highwayman adopts, when he meets 
an obje& which he conceives comes under his 
conſtruction—your money or ycur life; —cogent 
arguments which ſeldom fail of ſucceſs in either 
party. That a perſon need not comply in either 
caſe, 1s true ; but it is at a riſk of danger he re- 
fuſes, and it is allowed a piudent rule to give a 
little, rather than loſe all. But what ſort of 
Rulers are they, who thus lord it over their fel- 
low creatures, becauſe their ſtation is armed with 
power, and immerged in grandeur, 
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That mankind are often influenced by threats 
to ſubmit to injuries they are conſcious they do 
not merit, is an incontrovertible truth ; in the 
preſent caſe it is a notorious fact, that in conſe- 
quence of the diſtributors calling and threatening 
after this manner, many of the bookſellers did 
inform me they took out a licence a ſecond time, 
merely through fear, in order to avoid law ſuits 
with Government, and not through conviction, 
that they were inimical to the ſtate, for convey- 
ing to their cuſtomers a medicine as well as a 
book ; for-in a circuit of eighteen hundred miles, 


I never met with one bookſeller who gave credit 


to the act, as conſtrued by the Commiſſioners, 


or believed the King had cauſed them to be the 


partial objects of taxation. 

One reaſon the printers ſuggeſted for taking 
out a licence was, they had ſo much concerns 
with the Stamp Office, relative to the advertiſe- 
ment duty, and news-papers, which made them 
afraid of having any contention with the Com- 
miſſioners; another plea was ſet up by ſome of 
the trade for their compliance, relative to the li- 
cence and ſtamps, which was the beſt I ever 
heard, viz, their intereſt was increaſed, for they 
were appointed Diſtributors of the ſtamps, ſo that 
it was incumbent on them to forward the ſale, 
by ſetting a good example. 

A review of the proceedings in this affair, 
clearly demonſtrates on what ſhallow reaſoning 
there ſhould be raiſed againſt nominal characters, 
dubbed quacks, ſuch harſh epithets for their not 
poſſeſſing a ſuperior degree of thoſe amiable qua- 
lities which exalt human nature to thoſe angelic 
ſtrains which even harmonize the 3 1 
| 5 cat 


the beams o 


( 22 ) 

death and the grave ; the prevalent thirſt of gain 
is not confined to quacks, but has extended itſelf 
through V department of human life; even 

royalty when diſplayed, are but a 
foil to the dazzling, enchanting appearance of 
gold ; had not lucre been the object, inſtead of 
reformation, the medicine act would have been 
clearly underſtood ; it was ordained againſt pa- 
tent medicines only, had it ſo happened that not 
one patent medicine exiſted, the act would have 
been a nugatory one; then this kingdom had not 
experienced another humiliating tranſaction, viz. 
Servants of the Crown of Great Britain hawking 
a 58. licence in the country towns to bookſellers, 
perfumers, &c. for which ſtipendary token, na- 
tional faith is pledged, that they may ell all quack 
medicinal noſtrums unmoleſted, jointly with the 
King's ſtamps. oy 

Concerve this injunction in another light. 

It has been obſerved with aſperity, that the 
Univerſity in Scotland favours perſons with a di- 
ploma, who with to commence, or gain the title 
of phyſician at a few pounds expence, and a 
ſlight enquiry into the merits of the ſuitor. 
Should this circumſtance of eaſy admiſſion to the 
ſociety of phyſicians, excite the ſarcaſms of ſu- 
perficial obſervers, or not be juſtified by the lite- 
rati of the age, who conſider the profeſſion of 


phyfic as one of the moſt exalted and critical 


ſituations in life, whereon individuals can be 
placed, fulfilling, as it were, the breathing of a 
Deity through the impulſive ſoul of man; diſ- 


eaſe arreſted - ſorrow and fear baniſhed by the 


preſence of health and joy. With what argu- 


ments ſhall we form a veil to familiariſe the con- 
148 75 ; duct 
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duct of thoſe ſervants of the Crown, who fabri- 
cate a 55, licence ſtamped in due form, and to 
remain in full force for a year—which ſaid deed 
authoriſes the Licentiate to practice phyſic, and, 
as a mark of his titulary honorary degree, may 
add after his name M. L,* or advertiſe, licenſed 
by royal or parliamentary favor. Thus is diſtin- 
guiſhment of characters levelled, and the ſacred 
walk of phyſic expoſed to the inroad of caprice, 
for a paltry lure. Laugh not at the Hiſtorians 
page of a Pope ſelling indulgencies; we have found 


a couplet in a retormed ſtate, even in this land. 


— 


On the HORSE ACT. 


| Caſe and Opinions relative to the Horſe Tax, extracted from 


the public Papers, printed in 1785. 


Many farmers, who keep horſes, and work them at their 
huſbandry buſineſs, but occaſionally ride one of them to church, 
airs, markets, and other places, think they are not liable to re- 
gifter ſuch horſe, alledging, that all their horſes are #ept for 
their huſbandry buſineſs, and not for the purpoſe of riding. 
„Query. Tour opinion is therefore deſired, Whether a 
farmer, who keeps horſes which he works in his, team, and at 
other huſbandry buſineſs, but occaſionally rides one of them to 
church, fairs, markets, or other places, is not obliged to pay the 
duty for, and regiſter ſuch harſe ? and whether, upon his neg - 
let? to do, he is not liable to the penalty directed by the ſaid 
act 
« Anſwer.—T he perſons above deſcribed ſeem to have miſ- 
underflood the att, and to Juppoſe that the tax is laid on horſes 
kept ſolely for the purpoſe of riding, whereas the words of the 
att afford no pretence for ſuch a confiruttion ; and the conſequence 
F it would be, that the perſon keeping a team would have the 
uſe and advantage of a ſaddle horſe without paying the tax, when 


* Medicine Licentiatus. This I have noticed has been done by 
the proprietor in advertiſing his medicines m the newſpapers. 


the 


U 


3 


__ 
— - 
” * mocGyp— 


= Mas a — 4 
2 * - : _ * 
r 
* e - a 
— — — + — — - — a — — — 


— — — — A — 
** „ — en as como, ammethy 


— 1 9 — 
- 


( 24 ) 
the ref of his Maje/ly's ſubjefts would be liable to that burthen 
ſuch convenience. | 

% The 2 to which an horſe is put, is evidence for the pur- 
poſe for which he is kept ; and therefore, as the ad requires that 
an horſe kept, and uſed for the purpoſe of riding, ſhall be entered 
and paid for, there can be no doubt but that a perſon 7 one 
of bis team horſes, when occaſion requires, as a add, | Ka = 
muſt be held to keep ſuch horſe for the purpoſe of riding as well 
as drawing, and muſt conſequently enter and pay the duty for 


ſame. 
R. P. ARDEN, 
Ar. MACDONALD.” 


I conſider the late advertiſements as mentioned 
relative to the licence and ſtamps as a ſerious con- 
cern, which requires inveſtigation concerning the 
cauſe for ſuch admonitions. 

The Commiſſioners, by their reprehenſive mode 
of advertiſing, exhibit articles of defamation a- 
gainſt ſeveral ſuſpected characters, in that they 
trifle with the acts of parliament, —The Sovereign 
is juſtified in this inference, or why theſe cau- 


tions, admonitions, and threats againſt his ſub- 


jects daily exhibited, firſt ſpecified in the medi- 


cine act, now in the horſe act, &c. in the public 
8 wid 


In defence of the oblique charge, I urge the 
inhabitants of Great Britain are ſenſible, taxation 
is neceſſary for the preſervation of the ſtate; there- 
fore they are not averſe to reaſonable impoſts, nor 
do they murmur to ſupport their King, or im- 
pute to bim any neglect in his regal capacity of 
non- attention to the welfare of his loyal ſubjects. 
hut I will inform his Majeſty what his people 
do not approve of: They cenſure the little atten - 
tion that is paid in wording penal acts of parlia- 
ment, which, now of days, are like the Sybil 


oracles, not eaſily underſtood, and then a con- 


ſtruction 


1 
ſtruction is to be formed by the Commiſſioners 
at the Stamp Office, which is ſent to the coun- 
try, as their judgment dictates, to the head col- 
lector, chief diſtributor, ſub-diſtributor, and di/- 
tributor's diſtributors agent, who all have a feel- 
ing in the fleece gathered from the poor ſheep. 
In fact, the people do not like to be governed by 
the Commiſitoners inſtead of their King; for in 
the country, when ſpeaking of the tenor of an 
act of parliament, the King's name is ſeldom 
mentioned : The predominant language is not, 
The act requires of you to do this, or that, or obey 


the King's commands: No, the Commiſſioners 


have given this explanation of the act, and enjoins 
your conformity, for they conſtrue it in this man- 
ner, and it means ſo and ſo. Witneſs the forlorn 
bookſellers caſe with the medicine act; and now 
the horſe act, where it is repreſented, if a poor wo- 
man carrying turnips to market, on a horſe bought 


for ten ſhillings, is afraid on her return home to 


relieve her wearied limbs, becauſe a conſtruction 
is come down from the Stamp Office, if any per- 


ſon gets up to ride on their horſe, the fine of ten 


ſniilings muſt be paid for his entry.—Lately, 
great names, as of the Attorney-General and 
Solicitor-General, are attached to the queries and 
anſwers, relative to explanation of the horſe act 
in the newſpapers ; and the concluſion is, that if 
a farmer rides one of his plough horſes to mar- 
ket, he muſt enter it. I contradict this deciſion, 
and ſtate opinion againſt opinion. Was the afore- 
faid conſtruction to be enforced, the condition of 
farmers would be reduced to a deplorable alter- 
native :—Either enter all your horſes, or be 
confined to ride one only, In this fituation who 
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for the farmers, whom, if they are obliged to 
ſubmit, merely becauſe the Attorney-General, 
&c. has pronounced this deciſion to be a proper 
one, reminds me of 'a fable where the ſheep 
thought themſelves aggrieved by the dogs, 
and BS cs to the curs thereof, who, to ſave 
appearances of juſtice, took a wolt's opinion, and 
publiſhed it through the flock, that what was 
done was ſtrictly conformable to the law of na- 
ture. If the ſheep are ſo ſituated, that for fear 
of worſe conſequences, they muſt abide by the 
wolf's opinion, —what chance have they to eſ- 
cape the hungry bite of the dog ? Can any diſ- 
intereſted perſon be ſo inconſiderate as not to ob- 
ſerve the drift of all the Commiffioners adver- 
tiſements in the country papers, which Warp en- 
tirely on their own ſide? Who pleads in favour 
of the people Who cannot comprehend the act, 
or conceive the Legiſlature preſcribed ſuch razor- 
edged diſtinctions to be obſerved ? Where is the 
great Shepherd? Surely it is not his deſire his 
ſheep ſhould be continually. harrafſed, by forcing 
them into intricate paths ; where if they do not 
readily enter, the Exchequer cudgel.,is lifted up 
to awe an obedience. 

The horſe act is a clear comprehenſive act of 
the Legiſlature ; Mr. Pitt has had many invec- 
tives uttered againſt him, in his not taking care 
to have the act more explicit by ſeveral perſons 
refident i in the country, who, when aſked, Have 
you read the act? No; but I have got our 
printer's abſtract, where it may be noted, the 
printers make no ſcruple to mutilate and tranſlate 
ditferent words of an act of parliament for con- 
ciſeneſs, 
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ciſeneſs, in order to enable the purchaſer to buy 


for the price of one act, the abſtracts of a dozen 


Hence ariſe ſuch difference of opinions, and 


neglect to conſult the only guide to be depended. 


on, viz, the printed acts of parliament ; which 
acts certainly ought to be fold as reaſonable as 
the length of them will admit, and no other 
publiſhed, This plan is nearly adhered to in 
Scotland, where acts are printed in a Roman cha- 
racter, by the King's printer, at a much cheaper 
rate than in England. | 
The horſe act reads, For every horſe kept 
for the purpole of riding, to be entered. In the 
abſtracts, the word purpoſe is left out, wherein 
lays the ſtreſs of the act. The queſtion to a far- 
mer 1s a ſimple one, to this purport ; Do you 
keep a horſe chiefly for the ſaddle, or the plough? 
If tor the 7 my of the plough, then he cannot 
be kept for the purpoſe of riding chiefly. To 
explain my meaning, ſuppoſe a farmer keeps ſix 
horſes for his plough, team, &c. and uſe them 
for this purpoſe five days in the week—on the 
ſixth day he takes one, and rides to market; 
does this horſe come liable to be entered by the 
act? The Commiſſioners ſay, Aye; I ſay, No; 
why—becauſe the horſe is not kept for the pur- 
poſe of riding, but kept on purpoſe for the farm ; 
if the owner had no farm, he would have no oc- 


caſion to go to market. It has been ſaid that 


the Commiſſioners only deſire the farmer to enter 
one horſe.— The act ſtipulates no ſuch agree- 


ment; if the farmer's horſe is to be entered, be- 


cauſe he has rode on him, the horſe thus entered 
may be engaged at a diſtance on market day; 
| D 2 the 
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then the farmer would be obliged to take another, 
and enter him alſo. If the farmer is obliged to 
enter a horſe, merely becauſe he has occaſion to 
ride on him once a week to market ; in the like 
caſe, all thoſe poor creatures who keep horſes for 
labour, and carry ſuch as earthen ware, fruit, po- 
tatoes, &c* mult come unger the ſame predica- 
ment, for the act knows na diſtinction of per- 
ſons. On the other hand, I do allow, where a 
farmer has a horſe on which he goes a hunting, 
takes pleaſure, or rides on him chiefly, although 
the horſe may be uſed for a more menial purpoſe 
now and then, this horſe ought to be entered. 
Relative to thoſe perſons who keep a great num- 
ber of horſes for pleaſure, and write up, Dealer 
in horſes, and only pay five pounds per ann. 
I do not know what individual ſhould cenſure 
them, and call that an evaſion, when they con- 
form to the words of the act of parliament. 
When I had printed the foregoing remarks 
on the horſe a& in my firſt edition of this work 
I was fayoured with a news-paper from Glaſgow, 
containing an advertiſement ſigned by the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, a copy of which I think 
neceſſary to lay before the public, to ſhew that, 
agreeable to my apprehenſion relative to the rid- 
ing of a horſe, the aſſertion is juſtified by this gen- 
tleman, who has explained the extent of ſuch 
conſtructions in like manner, vig. every horſe 
which is rode on, muſt be entered. 


An 
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An Extract from the G la ou Mercury, Feb. 24, 
C-:&..3 


% Many farmers in Scotland keep no more 

horſes than are abſolutely neceſſary for labouring 
their farms, and do actually uſe all their horſes 
folely in the cultivation of thejr farms, excepting 
when they, or any of their ſervants, have occa- 
ſion to go to market, or about any other ordi- 
nary piece of buſineſs, or ſometimes to church, 
when they ride any one of their horſes which 
may happen to be moſt convenient for the time, 
for the ſaid occaſional purpoſe of riding; and 
ſuch farmers alledge, that they are not bound to 
enter any one of ſuch horſes as keeped and uſed 
for the purpoſe of riding, in terms of the late 
Act of Parliament.— The opinion of the Lord 
Advocate for Scotland is therefore requeſted on 
the following queries, viz. 
AQueſtion I, Whether or not a farmer, in 
the circumſtances above ſtated, is obliged to give 
notice of, and pay duty for one of his horſes as 
a fiding horſe, purſyant to the directions of ſaid 
ſtatute ? 

«© Anſwer.—* The meaning of the Act of 
Parliament is, That any perſon who keeps a 
horſe, and uſes it at any time for the purpoſe 
of riding, muſt pay the duty for ſuch horle ; 
and conſequently a farmer, in the circum» 
ſtances here deſcribed, muſt pay the duty, 
although he only rides his horſe occaſionally, 
and uſes the ſame chiefly for other purpoſes. 
% Queſtion II.—If he, or his ſervants, ſhall 
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uſe for ſuch occaſional riding more than one 
horſe at à time, is he not liable to enter and pay 
duty for as many as he or they ſhall ride at one 
time ? | | 

* Anſfwer.—* If he and his family uſe more 
© than one horſe at a time for the purpoſe of 
riding, I think he muſt pay for the whole 
number ſo uſed.” 


Edinburgh, Feb. 9, 1785. ILAY CAMPBELL.” 


Reſpecting theſe opinions, however great the 
authority, the pompous appearance in their fa- 
vour, for the exacting of ſuch a laviſh compli- 
ance io pin down the farmer to uſe one horſe 
only, or enter them all ; it neither alarms or di- 
veits me of reaſon, or tempts me to ſacrifice con- 
ſent to fear. The words of the act will truly 
and honourably bear a different definition, that 
would bluſh to borrow the aid of ſtilted law to 
gain the object, where candour fails to allure it. 
To combat the opinion of theſe three great law- 
yers, headed by the Commiſſioners, armed with 
a helmet of power, there are hundreds of law- 
yers and counſellors of the realm who will ſtand 
up in any court of juſtice unawed, and contro» 
vert this poſitive plauſible deciſion. 

As it is my lot to differ in fentiments, ſo I 
think it is neceſſary to ſtate my reaſons, founded 
on principles connected with the law of the land, 
why I do not readily give my aſſent to an in- 
junction of ſo great a magnitude, becauſe the 
dignity of human nature is infringed. * Prove 

Mah | | the 
„In Yorkſhire I firſt imbibed thoſe inimical principles to the 


conſtructions of the horfe act, formed at the ſtamp office againſt the 
farmers 


TW 1 


the Commiſſioners are right concerning their 
withes as to the force of the act; then not only 
farmers, but another claſs of ſubjects, comes 
under the ſame laſh, viz, the poor carriers of 
vegetables, pots, turf, peat, coals, &c. thou- 
ſands of which are ſcattered over the kingdom, 
whoſe habitations are ſo wretched that ſcarce 
any parochial tax is demanded, whole garments 
are ſtrictly rags, and whoſe horſe is often bought 
in at ten or twenty ſhillings ; are theſe objects 
fit to claſh with perſons who occupy coaches, 
chariots, berlins, &c.? If they are not, nothin 

but ſome great diſtreſs which has befell this coun- 
try, could induce a ſovereign to fign ſuch an act 
as this ſuppoſed one, is on the poor ; who may 
not ride on their horſe when diveſted of his uſual 
burden, for which purpoſe he was bought to 
carry, without entering him ; or to exact a duty 
from beggars becauſe they have a diſtemper on 
them, and wiſh to uſe ſuch a medicine, fold by a 
bookſeller. Such conſtructions of acts of parlia- 
ment, that are enforced by the rod of fear to 
wrench a pittance from the diſtreſſed part of 
the community, will never refle& honour on any 
miniſter who preſides at the helm of ſtate.— 
If this is the caſe, that Great Britain is fo 
impoveriſhed in its finances, as to exact duties 
on ſuch diſtreſſed fellow creatures, then is our 
Monarch to be pitied indeed ; our nation is ſunk 


farmers and the labouring part of the community ; becauſe I 
conſidered it in a ſlaviſh view, unworthy of a Legiſlature to coun- 
tenance ſuch proceedings, and unworthy of a Briton to ſubmit to 
mere opinion, | rar” and aided by diſcretionary power, whoſe 
motive centered in gilding the pillars of ſtate, whilſt the internal 
part was mouldering away. as | 


low 
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Tow in the eſteem of other ſtates, who cannot 
help noticing ſuch impoſts, The ſtate and affairs 
are under the guidance of a perſonage in whom, 
no doubt, we may hope there is reaſon for better 
prognoſtications ; every perſon will find a King 
more ready to relieve his ſubjects complaints, 
when founded in juſtice, than it is their defire 
to give him pain, by the neceſſity of petitions.® 
He is the great maſter of a numerous flock, who, 
when he obſerves the ſtruggles of the ſheep do 
not ariſe from its fleece being taken away by 
proper inſtruments, but from their having it torn 
away by the griping hand of deputiſed power, 
which adds no value to the fleece, but mars the 
ſheep, ſhall he not rebuke the unfeeling ſervant ? 
It would be deemed in me a mark of idiotiſm to 
reſiſt, or perſuade other perſons to object, againſt 
the enforcing of the laws of the legiſlature ; but 
when ſervants of the crown are ſo fixed on the 
main object of theſe exciſe and ſtamp acts, the 
gathering of gold and ſilver, ſo afraid are they 
that they ſhall not preſcribe penalties ſufficient in 
full force to deter any perſon from evading the 
duty, they forget to note preciſely the requeſt or 
command of the act in plain expreffions eafily 
to be underſtood, which the nature of the act and 
exigencies of the ſtate require, Hence theſe ani- 
madverſions. | TY 


* I was at the Chapel Royal when the Biſhop of Cheſter 
preached before the King againſt the. promenades, or meetings 
at Carlifle-houſe, where religious diſputations were debated on 
Sunday evenings. His Lordſhip ſtated to his Majeſty many 
perſons who diſputed on Theology were ſo ignorant, that they 
could ſcarce read their bible; in a little time after; a bill was 
brovght into the Houſe of Commons to ſuppreſs them. 


I con- 


tj: 1 


I contend the horſe a& does not require a 


horſe to be entered which is uſed in common at 


the plough, or which is uſed in general to carry 
a poor woman's apples for ſale, although he is 
rode on by chance to a market, now and then, by 


the owner, For exemplification, read the clauſe. 


of the act.— Every perſon who ſhall keep and 


uſe any horſe, mare, or gelding, for the purpoſe of 
riding, or for the purpoſe of drawing any coach, ber- 


lin, landau, chariot, calaſh, chaiſe, or any other car- 
riage, by whatſoever name ſuch carriage is now, 
or hereafter may be called or known, for or in 
reſpect whereof any rate or duty under the ma- 
nagement of the Commiſſioners of the Exciſe, 
&c, now 1s or are made payable by any ſtatute 


now in force, ſhall yield and pay annually for 


every ſuch horſe, mare, or gelding, the ſum of 
ten ſhillings,” | 

1 have ſaid this act is a clear comprehen- 
five act — 1 will add, it is an act which breathes 
a language worthy of containing the ſenti- 
ments of the Legiſlature of Great Britain; 
there are ſeven expreſſions which imply an in- 
junction, from whom this tax is expected. Per- 
ſons who keep a ſaddle horſe for the purpoſe of 
riding, or drawing any ; — what? coach, berlin, 
landau, chariot, calaſh, chaiſe, names which con- 
vey luxurious ideas of affluence; Here is no hint, 
no trace, to be found that can juſtify theſe late 


conſtructions, becauſe that a horſe is made to 


carry as well as to draw, to oblige the owner to 
enter every horſe that may be ſeen with a human 
creature on his back. How abſurd the con- 
cluſion! how dreadful is the ſituation of this 
country! It 1s well known that it is a ** 
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Har fort of horſes which claim the gentleman-like 
phraſe attributed to them, viz. ſaddle horſes; who 
can ſay the perſon who drew this act up was not 
attentive in framing it ſuitable to the ideas of 


Legiflature ? It was not ſufficient he had named 
the vehicles of grandeur to expreſs his meaning, 


but adds, by whatſoever name ſuch carriage is 


now or hereafter may be called ; therefore, here 
is a clear diſtinction, and a definition what this 
act doth require or doth allude to; which pre- 
cludes the idea of the plough, the pack-horſe, the 
drudge-horſe, not kept for the purpoſe of riding, 
but for the purpoſe of daily labour, huſbandry, 
&c. If the framer of the a& had intended every 
horſe that was rode ſhould be entered, would he 
have left out ſo material an impoſition, ſo eaſily 
expreſſed, as, All horſes that are rode, &c. ſhall 


be entered? The word purpoſe muſt imply a 


diſtinction of riding, conſidered as matter of 
choice, not neceffity, 

Suppoſe the owner could not be indulged 
(I do not fay ride, for that, term conveys an 
idea of pleaſure) to relieve his wearied limbs 
ſometimes on his beaſt, for fear of being har- 
raſſed by an informer ; mercy on the poor cotta- 
fene and all the old women who ſell earthen pip- 

ins, and other trifling commodities, to the neigh- 
bouring villages, &c. many of whoſe horſes are 


of ſo little value that an aſs will fetch more when 


offered to ſale. 

Would the gentlemen of the law, with their 
brothers in office, and thoſe who act as Com- 
miſſioners, review their conſtructions of the me- 
dicine and horſe act; lay your hands to your 


heart; ſay, if ſuch acts of parliament were to 
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be realized, whether it would not reflect on your 
King and country as if they were N 
poverty, which, in the graſp of conſummation 
for ſelf. preſervation, is adder proof to the plead - 
ings of reaſon or of equity. 

In anſwer to the arguments uſed by the crown 
lawyers, that farmers would have the benefit of 1 
riding a horſe without paying the tax, when | 
others of his Majeſty's ſubjects were burdened 1 
with the impoſt : Be ſed to remember, 
coaches, berlins, &c. ſeldom come to the farm- 
ers or the poor carriers ſhare ; burden them 
with the means to ſupport theſe equipages, farmers 
nor potatoe merchants, whoſe great ſtore of 
wealth often Jays in two panniers, will not 
refuſe the preſcribed loan of ten ſhillings per 
horſe. Where is the owner of a ſtate coach, for 
ſo every private coach may be juſtly termed, 
grudges a farmer the uſe of one of his hacks to 
facilitate his buſineſs? You will think a farmer a 
churliſh being who ſhould muzzle the ox that 
treadeth out the corn; then why fo ſevere on 
the farmer, ſhould he command a ſervant to take 
a horſe for diſpatch out of the team on the moſt 
preſſing occaſion ? 

If it is his Majeſty's wiſh, or the Right 
Hon. Mr. Pitt's intention, that every perſon who 
gets on a horſe to ride, ſhall enter him, (or book- 
ſellers ſhall not ſell medicines) the Parliament is 
open, a bill is ſoon brought in to reQify theſe 
doubts. If this is not done, then the people may 
fairly draw a concluſion, his Majeſty never wiſh- 
ed an a& ſhould militate againſt horſes chiefly 
employed in huſbandry, or by poor labouring 
people who load their horſes with fruit, earthen 
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ware, peat, coals, &c. there would not then be 
that cauſe for theſe difagreeable altercations, nor 
thoſe melancholy complaints in his Majeſty's ſer- 
vants on account of the defect in wording the act, 

or in gathering the fruits thereof, as if they expreſ- 
ſed one thing in the Houſe of Commons, and 
meant another in the execution of them. In ſhort, 
I am ſure, if his Majeſty had witneſſed the mur- 
murs about the wording of acts of parliament, and 
the mode of gathering the taxes, as I have, it would 

not paſs unnoticed. , A miniſter of the nation would 
ſtartle at the propoſal of ſweating the coin to 
raiſe a revenue; by the late proceedings, if 
judgment is to be formed, it is ſweating the 
people, who will ſoon be thus drained of the 
primum mobile which forms the elaſtic ſpring in 
their endeavours to gain a livelihood, 

Should the horſe act undergo a reviſal, a con- 
fideration ſhould be made relative to the value af 
a horſe, or the circumſtances of the owner; a 
diſtinction between Scotland and England, for 
the inhabitants of Scotland cannot afford to be 
equally rated with England; were gentle- 
men and farmers, who keep ſuch a number of 
horſes for pleaſure or the farm, to be charged a 
proportionable fine, it would be much better than 
the preſent vexatious unſettled mode, of defining 
who are the objects of taxation. 

In behalf of the farmers, and other labouring 
perions, I have written much more than [ 
thought I ſhould have occaſion on the ſubject ; 
but [ do not conceive any reaſon to deviate from 
the ſentiments J have fo freely divulged. May 
ſome friend to conſtitutional liberty mention theſe 
remarks in the Houſe of Commons, if the far- 
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mers think themſelves © aggrieved by the con- 
ſtruction of the act, they may requeſt the She- 
riff of the county to call a meeting, and petition. 
to the King, through their reſpective repreſenta- 
tives, for ſuch relief as his Majeſty's moſt graci- 
ous wiſdom ſhall dictate, 0 


THE follnving Advertiſement I have extracted from the G1 As- 
cow MERCURY, March 17, 1785 ; which is inſerted to ſhow 
how neceſſary it is ſome reviſed Plan ſhould be ſettled to pacify. 
Perſons tho may ſuppoſe themſelues injured by the late Conſtruftions 
of the Crown Lawyers of Great Britain; alſo that the Far- 
mers in England may be acquainted with the Sentiments of the 
Farmers in Scotland. 


ParsLEyY, MaARcn 3, 1785. 


T HE different Committees of the Farmers reſiding in 
the county of Renfrew met here this day, and took 
under their conſideration the explanation given by the Crown 
Lawyers of the Act of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, laying a 
duty of ten ſhillings per annum upon each SADDLE 
HORSE uſed for the ſole purpoſe of riding; and, with all 
due deterence to the ſuperior judgment of theſe Gentlemen, 
we beg leave to ſignify to the public, that we are unani- 
mouſly of opinion, THAT ſaid act does not extend to horſes 
chiefly uſed in the carrying trade and for the purpoſes of agri- 
culture, though occaſionally rode upon by the farmer or his 
ſervants. And our reaſons for bcing itill of the ſame opinion 
are the following: | 


1. When the Miniſter firſt propoſed this Tax to Parlia- 
ment, he made an expreſs exception-of horſes employed in 
the carrying trade and agriculture. But if the explicatign 
given by the Crown Lawyers be juſt, there was no occaſion 
for ſuch an exception ; for, according to their explication, all 
horſes employed in the buſineſs of farming, if occaſionally 
rode by the farmer or his ſervants, are as much liable to the 
tax as if they were kept for the ſole purpoſe of riding upon; 
which renders the act abſurd, and altogether unintelligible.] 


2. The calculation made by the Miniſter, of the number 
of horſes that would be liable to the tax, plainly ſhows that 
the act does not comprehend thoſe horſes principally uſed in 
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agriculture, though occaſionally rode by the farmer or his ſer. 
vants. His, average calculation for the whole nation is 
150,000, and he divides this fum into fourteen for every pa- 
lh that will be liable to pay the tax; but according to the 
explication of the act given by the Lawyers, it is undeniably 
evident, that the number of horſes that muſt be taxed will be 
prodigiouſly increaſed. 


3- The Miniſter makes a ſuppoſition, however ill founded, 
which evidently ſhows, that horſes emplayed in agriculture, 
though rode wrong by the farmer or his ſervants, are 
not ſubject to the tax. He ſuppoſes that every farmer keeps 
one faddle-horſe for the ſole purpoſe of riding. Doubtleſs, 
ſuch a horſe is liable to the tax, though occaſionally employed 
in agriculture ; but, on the contrary, it follows, that thoſe 
farmers who do not keep a horſe for the fole purpoſe of riding, 
which is the cafe of the 8 of the farmers of Scot- 
land, are entirely exempted from the tax, though they occa- 
ſionally ride any of their horſes that are daily employed for 
the purpoſe of cultivating their farms. But, according to the 
explication given, they muſt pay for the whole of their horſes 
employed in agriculture, becauſe they have often occafion to 
ride all of them. | 5 


4. If the Parliament meant and intended to tax horſes 
daily employed in the Fang buſineſs, when occaſionally 
rode by themſelves or their fervants, they certainly would 
or ought to have expreſſed their act in ſuch plain and in- 
telligible language as would be eaſily underſtood by the farmers ; 
whereas, if the explication be juſt, not one of that claſs of 
mankind in this country underſtands its meaning. 


For theſe, and ſimilar reaſons that might be aſſigned, the 
Committee reckon themſelves and their conftituents under 
no neceſſity to take out licences for their horſes, until the act 
be more clearly and fully explained. They are moreover de- 
termined to join with the reſt of their brethren in the farming 
line, in the different counties of this kingdom, in defending 
themſelves from any oppreſſive meaſures or litigious Jaw -ſuits 
that may be commenced againſt them, for their non-com- 
pliance, until ſuch act be more fully explained to them ; and, 
it need be, to conſult Parliament itſelf, who, in our opinion, 
are under a neceflity to explain ſaid act in favour of the poor 
farmers, and free them from ſuch an unequal and intolerable 
burden. This our opinion and reſolution we order to be 


publiſhed in the Edinburgh and Glaſgow newſpapers, in hope 
* ee e 8 9 os 
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of exciting the attention of the farmers in the different parts 
of this kingdom, to join with us in ſupporting and defending 


our juſt rights and privileges in a conſtitutional manner, as 
becomes loyal ſubjects. | | 


This is ſigned in our name, and at our appointment, by 


JAMES COCHRAN, Prefes. 


—— — 


— cw 


On the Window CommuTATIon TEA Acr. 


TO diſpute the utility, or the equalization of 
this enterpriſing act, the grand deſign of which 
is to render ſmuggling abortive, convey whol- 
ſomer tea to the public at a mediated price, by 
an extra rate on the windows, to the increaſe of 
the revenue, and not depreſs the ſubject, involves 
the penetrating mind into ſo many problems of 
ſuch importance reſpecting its rectitude, that I 
leave the diſcuſſion thereof for thoſe perſons to 
explore, whoſe abilities and connections in the 
political ſphere of government, float in a more 
refined altitude; by which excellence they may 
extend their enquiries, or objectionary views, 
farther than one whoſe ſituation is in the encum- 
bered valley of life ; nor had the writer entered 
the liſts of diſputation, concerning the proper 
mode for gathering the oil of velocity, to accele- 
rate the wheels of ſtate, had not he, with other 
perſons, experienced injuries, by the inattentive 
ſtep of a prime miniſter, whoſe gigantic ſtride, 
if not moderated by prudence, overturns the do- 
meſtic happineſs of thouſands. Where. peace 
flouriſhed, there the canker-worm may be ob- 
ſerved to neſtle, ſpreading its baneful influence ; 
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=witneſs Mancheſter, witneſs Scotland,“ wit- 
neſs the ſufferers by the medicine act. Mankind, 
when oppreſſion comes, will diſplay a reluctance. 
to part with their enjoyments ; although every 
individual cannot ſpeak, with propriety, the re- 
gal diction of a Caractacus to the Roman Em- 
peror who had conquered him, yet all may con- 
clude with his affectionate ſentiment, ** Can you 
wonder we are loth to reſign ?” 

Had Lord Cavendiſh not been biaſſed with the 
pleaſing proſpect of gold pouring into the Trea- 
ſury, that abſorbed all the nobler faculties of the 
mind which ſhould adorn a ſtateſman there had 
not been cauſe for cenſure, in the impolitical ex- 
preſſion, when he was about to realiſe thought 
into ſubſtance, or to raiſe ſpecie from filth, Was 
it prudent to propoſe a levy on a certain deſcrip- 
tion of men, yet cruelly to ſport with all that 
the moſt infignificant ſubject of the realm holds 


From perſonal converſation with ſeveral manufactories in 
Mancheſter and in Scotland, I learnt the ſtated objection was not 
againſt a tax on their manufactories, ſo much as the diſagreeable 
mode of aſcertaining and collecting the duty; at the ſame time 
they thought Mr. Pitt rather preſſed hard on the infant muſlin of 


* Paiſley, which promiſed fair to rival the India goods in every 
quality, out of a compliment to the India Company. In Scotland 


I was informed, ſeveral perſons followed the linen printing buſi- 
neſs, whoſe trade way chiefly confined to the ſtaining of handker- 
chiefs ; on account of their being obliged by the act to pay a 
ſam of money for a licence, which ſum, trifling as it might 


ſeem, being greater than they could afford, they left off — 


at an advanced period of life, they ſought for bread in another 
line, or went to the land of refuge, America. I mention this 
circumſtance, to ſhew how careful miniſters of ſtate ſhould be, in 
liſtening to propoſals for heavy licences to carry on buſineſs ; when 
the foundation for ſuch a ſpecious advance, is only in other words, 
an artful offer of opulent artizans to monopoliſe the trade, to the 
confuſion of indigent merit—who then is obliged, notwithſtand- 


Ing all remonſtrances and threats publiſhed in the Gazette, to re- 


fort to clumes more favourable to ingenuity. _—_— 
| N tenacious 
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tenacious in ſome degree, fairneſi of character? 
Was not this acerbative mode ſufficient to occa- 
fion abortion to his prolific ſcheme, in its firſt 
onſet, . to propoſe a tax on quack medicines in 
one breath, and the next reſpiration proclaim the 
fabricators thereof a ſet of mordicants. Although 
I reſpe&t Lord Cavendiſh, and believe of him all 
that univerſal report has-echoed concerning his 
benevolence as a man, or his integrity as a mini- 
ſer, yet his poſition for the baſis on which he 
grounded his reaſon for the impoſt,* I deteſt. 
As one of the ſuppoſed party alluded to, 1 
appeal, with all due deference, to Lord Caven - 
diſh, whether this accuſatory, condemnatory con- 
duct, without producing any proof, or inſtituting 
any form of enquiry, was ſuitable to his Lord- 
ſhip's ideas of a gentleman, a nobleman, a ſenator, 
a miniſter of ſtate. | 
On what principles others of my advertiſing 
fraternity are actuated by, is not for me to diſcri- 
minate—TI am no advocate for a continuance of 
ſuppoſed nuiſances; nor can I credit Great Bri- 
tain's diſtreſs to be ſo exaggerated, as to demand 
ſuch odious, diſgraceful, unchriſtian-like ſacrifice 
on the altar of humanity to the ſhrine of avarice. 
On this ſolemn occaſion honor and juſtice were 
{truck dumb. 

Should it be aſcertained thefe fort of medicines * 
which are alluded to, are hurtful to the commu- 
nity—there is no argument, however ſpecious, I 


lf patent medicines are hurtful to the community, why doth 
Government allow ſo eaſily a patent under the King's name—a 
greater bubble to the people I know not, reſpecting ſuppoſed ſu- 


8 virtue inherited in a medicine, becauſe the proprietor 
s purchaſed a title. | 


F can 
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can conceive, will juſtify a Legiſlature to coun- 
tenance, and as it were, become the pander of 
men found guilty of nefarious practices. On the 
- contrary, if theſe extemporary noſtrums poſſeſs 
an efficacy in adminiſtering ſtrength to the weak, 
health to the ſick, — in a ſmall perception, 
they ought to be cheriſhed, notwithſtanding all 
the illiberal epithets either envy or prejudice is 
pleaſed to ſuggeſt or inveigh againſt articles which 
crouch under the heavy burden of taxation, be- 
fore this medicine act was introduced in the 
Houſe of Commons. | 
On a former occaſion, I have pleaded in de- 
fence of advertiſed medicines, from a perſuaſion 
of their utility, and the acknowledgement of emi- 
nent phyſical characters in their favor; but in 
this tract I wiſh to concentrate the rays of public 
inſpection, in a critical ſarvey of the conduct of 
the writer and his medicine, a medicine, poſſeſ- 
ſing at leaſt an efficacy equal to any other known 
remedy (which either, claims the regular or the 
irregular for its guardian) in the relief of thoſe 
diſorders termed ſcurvy, leproſy, evil, gout, rheu- 
matiſm, &c, appellations which, to thoſe who 
are converſant with theſe tormentors, excite in 
the mind dreadful ſenſations of their baneful ef- 
fects. 1 121 
Allowed as I am, by public fame, to have 
made great progreſs in relieving thoſe above na- 
med complaints, aſcertained in a long ſcroll of 
cures atteſted by reſpectable perſonages, and for 
the extenſive courteous behaviour the poor expe- 
rience at the diſpenſary in Soho- ſquare, inſtitu- 
ted 1773, ate the baſis I hold out to challenge a 
ſcrutiny reſpecting the truth; at the ſame _ 
| : vl 
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let it be underſtood, I claim no pretence for any 
infallible ſpecihc—In many caſes I ſucceed not; 
where nature pleads moſt powerful for relief in 
the heart - felt figh which eſcapes the ſoul, rivet- 
ted to a body, whoſe wounds bleed corruption ; 
dreadful fight ! that awes the preſcriber to reflec- 
tion. How impotent is medical art and ſcience 
to expel ſuch fiends from ſociety ! How urgent 
the neceſſity for perſeverance in the improvement 
of phyſical knowledge! Who then ſhall ſeek by 
diſpenſatory form, as in a garden, to confine me- 
dical genius, which alike explores nature's wide 
field, where plants innumerable wanton in exu- 
berance, unfoſtered by man ? For the better i]- 
luſtration of medicine—who would wiſh to ex- 
tinguiſh the ſmall ſpark of emulation, nurſed on- 
ly by hopes of well- earned fame? happy omen 
of better days! Take this away, ſay what phy- 
fician or ſurgeon would like to witneſs daily, the 
houſe of diſeaſe, tenement of ſtench and rotten- 
neſs, who, when he paſſes by the couch of the 
ſick, is hailed with filent adoration, as if an angel 
was apparent to the fight. In a ſhort time, 
this godlike character has fell a facrifice to his 
officious care, by the infectious diſeaſe he ſtrove 
to conquer. What great advantages does phyfic 

ſſeſs, to require an abridgement ? rather write 
how contemptible the is treated, comparative to 
law or divinity, with which ſhe ranks her name ! 
Divinity holds forth many Mitred Dignitaries 
and other numerous comfortable livings, for the 
inferior clergy, to animate the ſtudent. What 
has phyſic to beſtow on her votaries? A high. 
ſounding name, which thouſands of the fa- 
culty have had reaſon to execrate, which faſci- 
| "FL | nated 
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nated their attention. 'The path to the proſpe of 


a reſpectable maintenance, dependant on accident, 
lays through a drear and miry road, where poverty 
in decent array often accoſts, and drives the diſ- 
penſer of health to other regions, in hopes to 
gain bread to eat, before he loſes his teeth.* _ 

Law, who ſhall diſplay thy veſtiges, thy orna- 
ments, thy titulary honours, thy vaſt importance 
in the helm of empire, where thou fitteſt en- 
throned with Kings? Counſellors, Judges, Barons, 
and Earls, are all obſequious in thy train; even 
numbers of thy minions baſk in plenty, and riot 
in exceſs—whilſt phyſic, like a chamber utenfil, 
lays neglected, uneſteemed, till nature rings her 
alarm bell. When nature is relieved, take it a- 
way, till another inconvenience demands its pre- 
ſence. In point of honors conferred on any of 
the faculty for eminent ſervice, ſeldom do we 
hear of any title better than a knight, which 
ranks one degree above the common appellation 
of eſquire. 

If phyſic is arrived at its zenith in accompliſh- 
ing all that man can wiſh, or nature require in 
the pharmaceutical art, proclaim it ſhut up the 
laboratory, you will do a kindneſs to many of 
your members engaged in chymiſtry, who, in 
the eager purſuit to benefit others health, under- 
ſaps the ground of life whereon they ſtand, 
Concerning the deciſion of that awful tribunal, 
to which I have appealed reſpecting myſelf, it is 
not my wiſh to bias. Conſcious ſincerity to- 
wards the public, as far as human frailty will 
admit, dare dictate. Either allow theſe cures, 


»A common proverb among the faculty, that a phyſician ſel⸗ 
dom comes into repute until he is age. 


publiſhed 
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publiſhed under the name of Spilſbury, to bear | 
the teſt of fidelity; treat him with that re- \ 
ſpect due to a character who has rendered him- it 
ſelf uſeful to the community, or prove to the [| 
world he is an impoſtor ; let him be the firſt ſa- 1 
crifice to injured credulity. A 

To re- aſſume our conſiderations on the Wix- 
Dow Act. 

Concerning one principal deſign of this act, 
which often lays a foundation for many improve- 
ments beſides the invention of quack medicines, 
viz. the ſwelling of the coffers, —this does not 
come under my arrangement; my wiſh is to elu- 
cidate meaſures reſpecting Government, not to 
perplex.— That I wrote under the influence of a 
vindictive ſpirit, or was agitated either by caprice 
or petulance, is an accuſation, I truſt, will not be | 
imputed to me, whilſt I am diſcufling points of j 

| 


ſuch vaſt conſequence as conſtitutional liberty, or 
national welfare. | 
The ſolicitor at the ſtamp office was pleaſed to 
aſk me, what I knew of law, and rather recom- 
mended the ſtudy of phyſic, as being more eligi- 
ble to my ſtation; if Miniſters and Commithoners 
turn their thoughts to quackery, it may not be 
wondered at in return, if quacks nibble at poli- 
ticks, and endeavour to commence ſtate phyfi- 
cians. In this new character, I have had occafion 
to obſerve a melancholy circumſtance attending 
this window tax, which I call an accidental one, 
neither intended nor could it be ſuſpected by Mr. 
Pitt, that a univerſal rage for blocking up the 
windows ſhould prevail among the inhabitants of 
this country, which in the firſt inſtance defeats 
the main intention of this act, the leſſening of the 
date | tribute. 
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tribute. Was this the only circumſtance that fear 
had to combat, it would not excite my animads 


Legiſlature. When I perceive perſons indiſcri- 


minately ſhutting up their rooms, their cellars, 


not only depriving themſelves of the animating 
light of the ſun, but alſo fencing themſelves a- 
gainſt the eſſential preſerver of health, viz. the 
vivifying air, which if not ſuffered freely to viſit 
their tenements, ſtagnated air, noxious vapors, 
deadly influenza are the natural conſequence, 


which muſt be expected; ſhould the heat in the 


ſummer ariſe to a moderate ſcorching degree, the 
inhabitants ſo ſituated, will be alarmed at the fre- 
quent repetition of the paſſing bell. Then will 
it be ſaid at Court, Heaven has ſent a viſitation, 

and the biſhops will be deſired to compole a form 


of prayer ; whilſt a few houſe ſurgeons and phy? 


ficians, uſually ſtiled bricklayers and carpenters, 
would ſoon remove the cauſe. How far an act 


would be neceſſary to lower the rates of the win- 


dows, and oblige perſons to open their windows 
for the ſafety of the community, is a matter of 
ſo vaſt concern, that I wiſh not to hazard my 
opinion reſpecting an equalization in quantity to 
the preſent ſum of money now expected from 


this new experiment. Concerning the circum- 


ſtance of opening the windows, I am poſitive 
ſomething ſhould be done for the welfare of the 
public. Were his Majeſty to journey to- 
wards the Weſt, to ſurvey the country, at a diſ- 
tance from ſome dwellings, the pleaſing appear - 
ance which the ſtructure forms, might excite a 
thought, how happy is a monarch, whoſe ſub- 
ras enjoy ſuch ſpacious manſions, On a nearer 

* 


verſion, as the remedy would center with the 
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inſpection, he would find theſe houſes like the 
fituation of a blind man, poſſeſſing only ſockets, 
through which light was once conveyed. In Mr, 
Pitt's candle and window tax, Britons are re- 
minded of the curfew bell ; the caves wherein 
their anceſtors dwelt, Sad demonſtration, that 
proves ſtates have their ſeveral periods of growth 


and decline, as well as other ſublunary objects, 
either animate or inanimate ! 


N. B. The Remarks on the Poſt and Plate 
Acts, which followed here in the firſt edition, 
and ſent to the Right Honourable Members of 
the Houſe of Lords and Commons for their con- 


ſideration, are here omitted, as a redreſs for any 


ſuppoſed grievance in either act was not ſo gene- 
rally looked for. 
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: Concerning a late Decifion relative to the Medicine 


A in Weſtminſter Hall, before Baron Skinner, 
March 5 1785. | je * 


— 


— — 


INCE the writing of the foregoing ſheets I am 
informed three perſons have been tryed for 
non-compliance to the medicine act; the caſe was 
argued in court with a liberal ſpirit, more to diſ- 
cover the intent of the act than to proſecute im- 
peached offenders.“ = Her 
Mr. Newberry and Mr. Dicey's were left ſpe- 
cial for the Judges conſideration. Mr. Wray 
was, as the news- papers informed me, found 
culpable, on account he had vended perfumery. 
When I read the account, the word perfumery 
ſurpriſed me, as I never heard Mr. Wray had 
dealt in that article; although as in character of 
a merchant, who imports and exports in an ex- 
tenſive ſcale various drugs and medicines, it did 
not ſeem improbable, as merchants nor tradeſ- 


men are not confined or chained down to deal in 


ſtipulated articles alone, as ever I heard of. I 
took ſome pains to enquire minutely into this af- 


I was not preſent at the trial; my friend, in the hurry of 
buſineſs, forgot to ſend me word as promiſed. | 


fair, 


CW <3 -- 
fair, and found this perfumery, as ſtated by the 
news-paper, was two ſmall bruſhes uſed for 
cleaning the teeth, and fold with tooth powder, 
therefore was found guilty of not dealing in 
drugs and medicines only, but in tooth bruſhes. 
Not to enter into any argument to ſhew the pro- 
priety of vending theſe bruſhes with tooth pow- 
Aer, which is medicinal, and is the ſame in pur- 
port as ſome ſurgeons or other practitioners ſup- 
ply their 78 with, a bone ſyringe, neceſſary 
to be uſed to convey the medicine into ſmall re- 
ceſſes of the body. This deciſion againſt Mr. 
Wray, authoriſed by a jury, militates much a- 
gainſt my arguments concerning the explanation 
of the words of the act; the commiſſioners and 
other perſons have now the laugh againſt me. I 
do not give up the point in contention; I am not 
eaſily prevailed on to aſſent to a narrative which 
ſtigmatiſes this nation, and renders it a by-word 
of reproach in other countries; where, if a per- 
ſon of eminence ſhould wiſh to expreſs his deteſ- 
tation againſt any propoſal which ſhocks the finer 
feelings of a liberal mind, he need only reply, 
Do you think we are Britons, who wrung a tri- 
bute from their women in labour, or from the 
diſeaſed cattle, if certain medicines were reſorted 


to, either to relieve the pains of the one, or re- 


ſtore the other to health ?—ls it poſſible there 
are deciſions in the courts of law to eſtabliſh ſuch 
decrees in this land to the foreſaid purport ? 
If fo, where ſlept the guardian of the King's 
honour, when ſuch unhallowed ſeed found a 


hot-bed at court, which, inſtead of ripening - 
into a poppy to ſooth the cares of ſtate, produ- 


ced a nettle, No Sovereign can be ſo forget- 


8 ful 
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ful of his future fame as to aſſiſt the hiſtorian, 
who, unawed by the dead, will not fail to pen 
the ungracious preſcription, — Subſtantiate theſe 
paradoxies, and I will drop my BRiEF ; be dumb 
as the Traveller, who witneſſed an cagle raven- 
ing a lamb, where the gulph hindered his in- 
terpoſition, yet in ſilence lamented ſo much pow- 
er was given to one creature who could play the 
tyrant ſo indifferently over another, 

Relative to theſe trials I have received much 
fatisfation; it confirms my firſt poſition on 
which I grounded my objections. The act could 
not be complied with conſiſtent to the good order 
and welfare of the ſtate, The eminent counſel 
who attended on the cauſe, on each fide of the 
queſtion, allowed it to be a perplexed act that 
muſt be reviſed, Relative to the determination 
in Mr, Wray's caſe, I am not ſatisfied, becauſe 
prejudice throughout from the firſt mentioning 


the act to the preſent time has ſmothered reaſon, 


ſo that a jury, and no contemptible one neither, 
may have been biaſſed in theſe matters, —Sen- 
tences in acts of parliament are not to be divided, 
as in the preſent caſe, The exception in the act 
reads thus: that is to ſay, all perſons who deal in 
medicines to take out a licence, except ſuch as 
have ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip to any ſur- 
geon, apothecary, druggiſt, or chymiſt, or ſuch 
as ſhall have kept a ſhop for the ſpace of three 
years before the paſſing of this act, for the vend- 
ing of drugs or medicines only, not being drugs 
or medicines fold by virtue ot his Majeſty's let- 
ters patent. 
I argue, at the word only is only a comma, not 
a full (top; alſo here is in one breath an affirma- 
NO ae | tive 
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tive declaration and a negative one, ptinted cloſe; 
as if the act ſays, you ſhall deal in drugs or me- 


dicines only. Que/tion, What do you mean by 


the word only? Anſwer, Not patent medicines. 
This word cannot here, with propriety, have any 
alluſion to other goods. Another reaſon I ſtate 
for my diſſent is, it is a known maxim that the 
deciſions in law often turn either way on frivo- 
lous appearances ; what ſhall be deemed law to- 
day, is not ſo to-morrow ; another jury, perhaps 
not ſo diſcerning as the firſt, ſhall change the ver- 
dict, becauſe more mental light is held over the 
obſcure part. In the preſent inſtance Mr. Wray * 
was unexpectedly deprived of his counſel whom 
he had engaged ; neither was he aware of two 
tooth bruſhes riſing in court, with deathly viſage, 
to ſubſtantiate a crime, which trivial as it may 
ſeem, the law of England in this inſtance deemed 
an heinous offence. 

Let us, if poſſible, diveſt ourſelves of every ſen- 
ſation that may hinder a free enquiry ; ſuppoſe 
the verdict given, is ſtrictly agreeable to the in- 


| junction of the act, the effect is of a tenfold more 


alarming tendency than it was ſuppoſed. To 
bookſellers it decrees, ye ſhall ſell only books, 
&c. agreeable to your nominal vocation; this is 
allowed, Here the matter reſts not, — Whilſt a 


* It ſeems Mr. Wray means to petition for a new trial. 'The 
fat which aroſe in judgment againſt him was committed fince the 
act took place, whereas the act condemns thoſe only who offended 
in vending patent medicines, &c. before the commencement of 
the act; therefore thoſe who had walked by chance prudently for 
three years before the paſſing of the medicine act, may now in- 
dulge themſelves and their friends with quackery, or what you 
* to call it, unmoleſted, even as all thoſe do at preſent in 

— who advertiſe, tick up hand bills, and laugh at the mi- 
DIETS. | 
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perſon ſituated as Mr. Wray is, a regular * whole. 
ſale and retale chemiſt and druggiſt, in an exten- 
five medical line of many years ſtanding ; if the 
law ſays to him you ſhall not even vend a tooth 
bruſh, what ſays the law to thoſe other great 
chemiſts and druggiſts in London, and in the 
country, whoſe dealings in other merchandize are 
of various denominations, as in tobacco, ſnuffs, 
hops, paint, colours, and bruſhes, with ſpatulas 
and other ſurgery inſtruments? why, leave off 
thoſe articles, or place a ſtamp on all the drugs 
and medicines you ſell ;—a very curious definition, 
Is this a time, ye guardians of the land, to 
fetter trade, or proſctibe the walk of ſhop- keepers 
or merchants ? — But go on, do not be aſhamed 
to declare what you wiſh'to exact; tell us in plain 
words what are your commands — let it be even 
to the taking away all our property ; nay cancel 
life, there will be mercy —much mercy in your 
words, The buck that is ſhot in the park, the 
other deer may figh over his blood; but his 
fate, compared to the one who is hunted down 
by his majeſly's hounds, is eaſy and deſirable. 
Rumor reports of a Britiſh miniſtry calling 
Aſiatic ſuppoſed peculators to an account — Be- 
ware, Jeſt when the beauties of Honour, Huma- 
nity, and Juſtice are expatiated on, they retort on 
you with a ſmile of ineffable contempt, Do you 
talk of honour 2 Was it not bartered in the Houſe 
of Commons, 1783, by a miniſter for viſionary 
- gold? who, when ſpeaking of Quacks as locuſts 
—and as vermin, ſhould have ſwept them from 


If any circumſtance which phyſic ſingularly retains be ridi- 
'culove, it is the farcical appellation of regular or irregular ; as if 
on this hinge alone all medical merit and its ſucceſs depended, 
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the land, did he not form a covenant with them? 
Was not your Honourable Commiſſioners of the 
Stamps ſeen buſily employed in afliſting and di- 
recting them how to mantle the carion drug with 
a robe, graced with the emblem of a crown; 
proclamation was made, to ſhew Quacks thus 
new modelled; their packets were now no longer 
to be conſidered as doing much harm to the pub. 
lic! | 

Humanity, name it not, whilſt you permit an 
ambiguous act to remain in force which operates 
like the wretch who ſaw a fellow creature ſhip- 
wrecked on your ſhore, ſtruggling for life, but 
refuſed to lend his aid, till he had ſtipulated for a 
bauble, ere he ſhould feel the hand which was 
to ſnatch him from death. 

Tuſtice ! away with the title, if the ſubſtance is 
worm-eaten. Are you the patrons of theſe pub- 
lic virtues? Aſk the bookſellers what they think 
of the late proceedings againſt them ? whom 
even ſuſpicion has been modeſtly ſilent on the oc- 
caſion, relative to any cauſe of impeachment of 
their being diſmembered from the privileges of 
the community. Will the late deciſion in Weſt- 
miniſter Hall grace your eſteem for juſtice, where, 
to gain a verdict, two tooth-bruſhes were ſu- 
borned as evidence ? 

Would you have Afiatics be in love with the 
portrait of JUSTICE, HONOUR, and HUMA- 
NITY, firſt learn to practice theſe virtues at 
home ; ſo ſhall your counſels be revered — your 
country ſupport its dignity—your people BLEST, 


Ni . 


